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Ref.: Punctuated equilibria: the tempo and mode of evolution reconsidered, Gould and Eldredge,
Paleobiology 3:115-151.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Promotion of Evolution: Disparity in the Frequency of
Strand-specific Misreading Between the Lagging and |
Leading DNA Sirands Enhances Disproportionate
Accumulation of Mutations

There are various mechanisms by which base-changes are inlroduéed,‘in,lile,geqome,
including spontaneous misreading of bases during DNA synthesis which seems to
act as a major factor in evolution. Since mispairs are remaved by a 3-5’ exonuclease
and a mismatch proofreading system exists (Alberts e al., 1984), the practical fre-
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